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The Process of Presenting a Declarations of Nullity 

 
 

What is a Declaration of Nullity? 
A Catholic Church court known as a Tribunal, declares that a marriage thought to be valid according to Church 
law actually lacked at least one of the essential elements required for a binding union, or a valid marriage. The 
Tribunal process seeks to determine if at least one of the essential elements was missing at the moment of 
consent, that is, the time of the wedding. 
For a marriage between a man and a woman to be valid, there is required that: 

1. The spouses are free to marry. 

2. They are capable of giving their consent to marry. 

3. They freely exchange their consent. 

4. In consenting to marry, they had the intention to marry for life, to be faithful to one another and to be open 

to children. 

5. They intend to the good of each other.  

What does the Tribunal process involve? 
There are several steps involved: 

1. The person asking the Tribunal to investigate the validity of their marriage, the petitioner or co-petitioners, 

ask their parish priest, deacon, or trained lay person who are known as advocates, to assist them in 

preparation of a petition to be submitted to the Tribunal. 

2. Once all required documentation has been received by the Tribunal, the Tribunal will determine the 

process that is to be followed: 

3. If the Tribunal decides in favor of the nullity of the marriage, the parties are then free to marry in the 

Catholic Church, unless an appeal of the decision is lodged, or the decision includes a prohibition against 

one or both of the parties marrying until certain issues have been resolved (refer to Code of Canon Law 

1682.1). 

How long does the process take? 
The length of time will depend upon the type of process that is followed, e.g., the ordinary judicial process, the 
process before the Bishop or “Briefer Process”, a documentary process, or a process before a Roman court.  
Your advocate, priest, or deacon will be able to give you a more exact estimate of time based upon your case and 
can advise you of what type of process might be possible to submit. 
Why does the Catholic Church require an intended spouse, who is divorced but not Catholic, to obtain a 
declaration of nullity before marrying in the Catholic Church? 
The Catholic Church respects and holds all marriages valid until proven otherwise.  The Church requires a 
declaration of nullity in order to establish that an essential element was missing in that previous union that 
prevented it from being a valid marriage, and thus freeing the intended spouse to marry in the Catholic Church. 
When may we set a date for our wedding after submitting our petition for a declaration of nullity? 
You should not set a date until the Tribunal’s decision has been finalized.  For the reason that the petition may not 
be granted, and if eventually it is to be granted, there may be unexpected delays in the process. 
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LIGAMEN  
(prior bond)  

  

  

The following items/documents are required before the Tribunal can begin 

processing your case.  Please gather all of these materials before bringing the case to 

your advocate.  
  

  

Completed Ligamen (Prior Bond)  

Petition Form signed and witnessed_____  

  

  

Must have current/complete mailing   

address of the respondent______  

  

  

Certified civil marriage certificate for   

the marriage to be annulled______  

  

  

Final divorce decree for the marriage  

to be annulled______  

  

  

Certified civil marriage certificate for the   

respondent’s first marriage______  

  

  

Final divorce decree for the   

respondent’s first marriage______  

  

Proof of survivorship showing respondent's former spouse survived throughout the 

marriage of the petitioner’s marriage to respondent. (court record, voter registration, 

newspaper article, etc.) 

Respondent's first marriage_______  
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O f f i c e  o f  t h e  T r i b u n a l  
 

L I G A M E N  –  ( P R I O R  B O N D )  

PETITION 

T.F.L.______________    

                      

TO THE TRIBUNAL OF THE DIOCESE OF TULSA, OKLAHOMA: 

1.  I, ________________________________________________________________________, currently residing 

at _________________________________In the city of________________________ zip code____________      

Am affiliated with the ___________________________________ religion, respectfully request a declaration of  

 

nullity of the marriage attempted by me with ______________________________________________________ 
                                                                                 (maiden name if woman) 

 

affiliated with the _____________________________ religion. 

2. This marriage was attempted on the date: ____________________________ in the city of__________________ 

In the state of:________________________ before: _______ Minister,  _______Civil official 

3.   The present name and address of the Respondent are: _______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. This petition is based upon the fact that the Respondent was bound by a previous valid marriage contracted 

with (name of first spouse of Respondent) (maiden name if woman) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Whose present name and address is:_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.  The Respondent’s first marriage took place on ____________________________________________________  

In the city of __________________________________ state ______________________ Zip_______________ 
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6. The following documentation is enclosed: 

a. (   )  Baptismal record 

b. (   )  Certified copy of marriage record of contested marriage 

c. (   )  Decree of civil divorce of contested marriage 

d. (   )  Certified copy of marriage record of Respondent’s first marriage 

e. (   )  Decree of civil divorce from the Respondent’s first marriage 

f. (   )  Authentic proof that the Respondent’s former spouse was living for the duration of the 

contested marriage. 

 

I am seeking this declaration of nullity for the following reasons: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Given at the parish of _____________________________________________________________ 

On This date ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Signed by Petitioner:__________________________________________  Date: __________________ 

  

 

 

Signed by Counselor/Advocate: _________________________________ Date: __________________  
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 M A N D A T E  
 

 

 

 

Case Name :  _________________________________________  

  

 

 

APPOINTMENT OF THE PETITIONER'S PROCURATOR  

  

In accord with canon 1481 § 1, I, the undersigned party, as the Petitioner in the above-named case of 

Declaration of Invalidity of marriage, before the Tribunal of the Diocese of Tulsa as Court of First 

Instance, hereby name and appoint: ____________________________________ ,  

as my Procurator in this matter, with all rights, privileges and limitations afforded by ecclesiastical law 

(d.c.104 §2).  

  

  

  

APPOINTMENT OF THE PETITIONER'S ADVOCATE  

  

I, the undersigned party, also hereby name and appoint the same person as indicated above, to serve as my 

Advocate with all rights, privileges and limitations afforded by ecclesiastical law (d.c.104 §2).  

  

 

_______________________________________________________________________  

Petitioner / Date 

  

  

  

ACCEPTANCE OF THE MANDATE  

  

According to the norms of law, I, the undersigned, hereby accept the mandate of appointment as the 

Procurator-Advocate of the above-named party and hereby present it to the Court in accord with the 

norm of c. 1484 § 1, and promise to maintain confidentiality (d.c.104 §1).  

  

  

_______________________________________________________________________  

Procurator-Advocate / Date 
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Office of the Tribunal 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Tulsa 

 

PASTOR’S  AFFIDAVIT  OF  SUPPORT  

 

TO THE TRIBUNAL OF THE DIOCESE OF TULSA, OKLAHOMA: 

I, the undersigned, do hereby solemnly affirm, as regards this proposed cause for marital nullity or 

dissolution, and specifically about this person: 

Name of either the Petitioner or Respondent:___________________________________ 

     (Two affidavits must be filed if the pastor has knowledge of both parties to a marriage.) 

 

Relative to this person: 

(check one)   

____ 1. I know the person named above quite well.  I affirm my conviction that he/she 

will fairly and reliably tell the truth, and so I do recommend that the utmost credibility 
be given his/her statements in this matter. 

or 
____ 2. I know who the person named above is, but I do not know him/her particularly 

well.  While I have no reason to doubt his/her veracity, I cannot affirm this in an official 

capacity. 
or 
____ 3. From my knowledge of the person named above, I do not recommend that 
his/her recollections and perspectives be accepted uncritically. 

or 
____ 4. I do not know the person named above at all,  and am unable to offer any 
recommendations as to his/her veracity. 

 

(Also check if true) 

____ 5. Due to knowledge which I possess in the external forum about one or both of 
the parties to this case, family background, and/or about their marital consent, I am 

able to serve as a witness in this case and offer this possibility to the Tribunal as 
needed. 

 

 

_______________________________________                 _______________________ 

Signature of Pastor of Parish submitting petition   Date Signed 

 


